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Dear Valorena Publishing, Thank you sincerely for this generous scholarship and for the important mission it supports!
I'm truly honored to be recognized by an organization that uplifts diverse voices in children's literature. I'm currently
looking forward to pursuing a degree in English, focusing on children's literature and environmental storytelling. | hope
to continue this path through an MLIS program to become a school librarian. This scholarship supports both my creative
and academic goals by helping me work toward creating inclusive, thoughtful spaces and stories for young readers—
stories that reflect their unique experiences, and the kinds of books | wish | had when | was younger. Your
encouragement affirms the value of this work and brings me one step closer to contributing meaningfully to the world
of children's literature. | promise to carry this honor with intention and heart—and | will do you proud! Kindest regards,

Kayla Alamilla

Jaiden Collins-Russell 28 Apr 2025
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| am thankful for winning the Valorena Publishing and Cocoa Kids Scholarship. | saw the scholarship during my senior
year of high school, and it had everything | yearned for at the time: diversity, representation in books, and creativity
through writing and art. | did not win during my senior year, but it inspired me to reapply. | prepared my second re-
admission by completing my AP Art portfolio. | applied to NCAT's College of Education to immerse myself in situations
where I'd collect and learn about the process of children's books. My year of growth has shown through my
scholarship application, and the money will continue to go to my tuition and my goal of creating children's books in my
four years of college. The sky is the limit--thank you again!

Jaiden Collins-Russel





