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Guided Reading Program (Grades 3—6)
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Program Overview

The Guided Reading Program supports English Language Learners (ELLs) in grades 3-6 with
targeted literacy instruction. Using proven strategies in phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension, the program helps students gain mastery of English while building confidence
as readers. This program is intentionally aligned with the New York State Next Generation
English Language Arts Learning Standards, ensuring students develop literacy skills across
Reading, Writing, Language, and Speaking & Listening strands.

NYS NEXT GENERATION ELA STANDARDS (GRADE 3-6 ALIGNMENT)

LIFELONG PRACTICES OF READERS & WRITERS

READING WRITING
Balance of literature & informational texts e Use strategies to plan, revise, strengthen
Read-alouds, shared/paired/independent writing
reading e Write for multiple purposes: entertain, explain,
e Text-based discussions for language & persuade
knowledge e Apply conversational & academic language
LANGUAGE SPEAKING & LISTENING
e Build academic language & background e Engage in collaborative conversations
knowledge e Express ideas clearly & persuasively
Vocabulary acquisition & figurative language e Evaluate, present, and adapt speech using
Understand language functions & contexts academic English

Goals

« Strengthen foundational reading skills for ELL students

* Build academic vocabulary across subjects

* Develop comprehension through exposure to grade-level texts

» Support English fluency and cultural integration through literature



Program Structure

Schedule: 2 hours per day, 4 days per week

Format: Small groups (4-6 students) with differentiated instruction

Instructional Approach: Phonics and word study, vocabulary development with visual
supports, fluency practice through paired and group reading, comprehension using guided
questions, retelling, and graphic organizers

Family Engagement: Take-home bilingual materials, reading logs, and caregiver workshops

Suggested Texts & Stories (ELL - Friendly)

* Because of Winn-Dixie — Kate DiCamillo

» Esperanza Rising — Pam Mufioz Ryan

» The Year of the Dog — Grace Lin

« Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices — Paul Fleischman

 Sofia en una Aventura por la Selva (Spanish / English)

» Sofia and the Forgetful Owl (Bilingual)

» The Shark That Taught Me English | El tiburon que ensend inglés
» Sophia & Alex bilingual series

* Multicultural folktales (African, Caribbean, Latinx, Asian traditions)

ELL TEACHING STRATEGIES — AT A GLANCE

* Visual Supports — images, organizers, realia

* Vocabulary in Context — pre-teach key words, use word walls

* Modeling & Repetition — demonstrate fluent reading, practice aloud

* Collaborative Learning — buddy reading with fluent peers

* Scaffolded Texts — start bilingual, move to grade-level texts

* Comprehension Checks - retelling, drawing, discussion

* Family Connection — bilingual take-home activities
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